
Łańcut Castle and Palace Complex 

The castle is situated in the centre of the town and 

constructed in the style of a grand aristocratic palace-

residence. It was last owned until 1944 by the Potocki 

family, and made infamous in late 16th century during the 

times of Stanisław Stadnicki who was known as 'the Devil 

of Łańcut' for his violent behaviour. After 1775 the palace 

was owned by Izabella Lubomirska, who extended it and 

had the interiors remodelled. The palace is currently a 

museum particularly well known for its large collection of 

historic carriages.  

 

Łańcut Castle is one of the most beautiful aristocratic residences in Podkarpacie in Poland, famous for its 

excellent interiors and extraordinarily interesting collection of horse-drawn carriages. The castle complex is 

surrounded by an old and picturesque park filled with pavilions and farm buildings, all part of the former the 

daily life of the castle. The most representative rooms were created in 1800 on the first floor of the west wing 

on the basis of Krystian Piotr Aigner’s designs. They include: classicist Ball Room and Great Dining Room. At the 

turn of the 19th and the 20th century numerous interesting interiors were arranged and majority of them 

remained in its original form. The most impressive include: Library, Corner Salon, Dining Room over the Gate and 

a lot of bathrooms. The interiors hold numerous works of art which come from the old Łańcut collections and 

from other museums. The oldest exhibits create a part of collection made by Princess Lubomirska and they were 

brought to Łańcut in the 2nd half of the 18th century. The exhibits were used both as decorations and as everyday 

use objects. Some of the most valuable exhibits from this collection may be admired in the Gallery of Ancient Art 

in the National Museum in Warsaw. Successive owners from the Potocki family extended the collection by adding 

new exhibits. Today in Łańcut one may see rich and various collections of paintings and graphics, furniture, 

musical instruments, silver, porcelain, glass, fabric and a magnificent book collection. 

 

Orchid House 

The Orchid House consists of an exhibition, a back part divided into three climatic zones and a summer cafe. The 

Orchid House is equipped with advanced device which serves to keep optimal condition for the cultivation of this 

demanding group of plants. In the exhibition many species and genus of orchids are presented. This is where the 

most effective, blooming plants are brought. The remaining part of the year they are cultivated in one of the 

three greenhouses in the back part, under proper conditions for the origin climatic zone. In the exhibition we can 

see orchids growing in the ground, litophytes (growing on rocks) as well as epiphytes (growing on tree branches). 

Here we can see contemporary cross-breeds cultivated by men, botanic orchids created by nature without the 

invasion of men, as well as historic species and genus of orchids from the Potocki’s collection before war, but 

also those mentioned in the famous study „Reichenbachia” from the 19th century, which is kept in save custody 

of the castle library in Łańcut. Among the corollary plants we can find tree branches with epiphytic orchids, that 



represent a very big group of plants, which is very characteristic for tropical and subtropical areas. The specific 

structure of their roots is capable to soak up water from the atmosphere. Collection is systematically improved 

by adding new orchid species. 

 

Park 

The historic Park in Łańcut dates back to the beginnings of the 18th and the 

19th century when Stanisław Lubomirski, the great crown marshal, and his wife 

Izabela of the Czartoryski family became the owners of Łańcut. Later changes 

in the garden arrangements occurred in the late 19th century when Roman and 

Elżbieta Potocki renovated the Castle and took care of its proper surroundings. 

During intensive gardening works, which lasted 14 years, the composition of 

the park was fundamentally changed. Distinguished specialists even from 

foreign countries participated in redecorating works. 

 


