
Częstochowa – Jasna Góra Monastery 

The monastery on Jasna Gora was founded in 1382 

by the Pauline monks who came from Hungary at 

the invitation of Władysław, Prince of Opole. The 

monastery has been a place of pilgrimage for 

hundreds of years and contains an important icon of 

the Virgin Mary. The Icon of the Virgin and Child is 

known as the Black Madonna of Czestochowa or the 

Madonna of Czestochowa, which is widely 

venerated and attributed to many miracles. 

According to tradition, the icon of Jasna Góra was painted by Luke the Evangelist on a tabletop built by Jesus 

himself, and the icon was discovered by St. Helen, mother of Emperor Constantine and collector of Christian 

relics in the Holy Land. The icon was then enshrined in the imperial city of Constantinople, according to the 

legend, where it remained for the next 500 years. In 803, the painting is said to have been given as a wedding 

gift from the Byzantine emperor to a Greek princess, who married a Ruthenian nobleman. The image was then 

placed in the royal palace at Belz, where it remained for nearly 600 years. History first combines with tradition 

upon the icon's arrival in Poland in 1382 with a Polish army fleeing the Tartars, who had struck it with an arrow. 

 

The greatest treasure of Jasna Gora is the wonderful image of Our Lady. Thanks to him, Jasna Gora became one 

of the most important Marian shrines in Poland. The fact why this happened, there is no act as attributed to the 

iconic icon. Luke the Evangelist, nor the protection of the royal couple - Jadwiga and Wladyslaw Jagiello. The 

causes that occur in other states are the same. The strength and mystery that are the patients of the Lady of 

Jasna Góra attracts pilgrims, is her wonderful image. Without him Jasna Góra would be only a collection, a fortune 

and a work of art, perhaps a beautiful and rich but dead museum. 

 

Every year, thousands of Poles and other nationalities go in 

pilgrim groups to visit Jasna Góra. In 2011, it was estimated 

that 3.2 million pilgrims from 80 countries around the world 

went to the shrine. Around 830,000 pilgrims took part in 228 

pilgrimages organized in different places across Poland, 143, 

983 of which reached the monastery on foot. The average 

distance for a pilgrim group to travel is about 350 km, made 

in 11 days. Every day, from early in the morning to late in the 

evening, a stready stream of pilgrims approaches the shrine of Częstochowa via the tree-lined main avenue. The 

groups leave a few hundred feet in between them, so as not to disturb the others as they pray the rosary and 

sing hymns. Young men carry batteries and speakers to lead the singing. Pilgrims wear badges with the name of 

their town and a number showing how many times they have come on pilgrimage to Częstochowa — many have 



come every year for decades. After venerating the icon in the Chapel of the Black Madonna, pilgrims usually pin 

their badges to the walls as a votive offering. 

 

Częstochowa is located in south central Poland and is easily accessible from major cities. There are about six daily 

fast trains from Warsaw and Krakow, hourly departures from Katowice, and several daily trains from Lodz, Opole 

and Wroclaw. From the train station, you can take a bus or taxi to the shrine. 

 


